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LUTHERAN CAMPUS

Guiding Prlncmles

1. Jesusis Lord and
Savior.

2. Open Hearts/Open
Minds.

3. Forgive One An-
other.

4. Seeking guidance
through prayer and
Scripture.

5. Worship God.

LCM is a place to:

Belong: a home away from
home where students can
share the richness of a
Christian community cen-
tered in Christ's love, ac-
ceptance and joy.

Believe: a safe place to ask
questions with others who
are seeking to wonder
more deeply about the
mystery and majesty of
God.

Become: a space of prayer-
ful discernment as together
we discover God’s desire
and direction for our lives
individually and collectively.

THE ASPEN BRANCH

FALL 2006

Hoeat 8@ e iy i it M i

“The Presence of God Guides Us”

One of the great challenges for any ministry is outreach. The way | see it is that
it all boils down to two things: 1. letting ‘em know you exist and 2. letting ‘em know
you'd love to have ‘em around. At the risk of over simplifying, that's basically my ap-
proach. So as school began this year | sat out at a table one day a week in the union to
begin asserting these deep theological insights. My wondering of course led me to ask
‘what should we bring out to the table to let people know who we are?’ | began asking
_our leadership team and continued to brainstorm myself. Fi-
- ally it dawned on me that what we are all about is assuring

' people that God is with us and that God is giving Godself in

Y. profound ways and inviting us into that presence.

In our tradition as Lutheran Christians what that

| speaks of is Holy Communion. So | decided to sit out at a ta-

| ble with the paten and chalice, bread and grape juice with

_ signs that read “the body of Christ given for you”, “sinner’s
welcome”, “free food.” What a difference context makes!
During these student’s lunch hour they are confronted with
numerous choices for what kind of food they are going to par-
take today. Mmmm...interesting isn’t it! What kind of food do we find in God?

The reactions were mixed, from laughter to open hands ready to receive. The
greatest reaction was from a self identified Lutheran kid who came
up, parked himself right in front of me and said, “I don’t get
it!” (Recontextualizing our sacred practices can be genius at times.)
The conversation ensued. | told him who we were, and what we were
up to. He said he had worshiped with us the year earlier but didn’t
appreciate it (his tone wasn’t the most sensitive). “Great”, | thought
to myself. But | was persistent and invited him saying, “come back,
try us again.”

Through it all | remain convinced the greatest challenge we
have in our outreach is taking faithful ownership of the reality that
the best gift we have to offer is not pizza or games, although they
sure are important for facilitating God’s presence, but the very as-
surance that we are never alone! | look forward each week now as
I've been meeting with that same questioning student who, while both attending our
worship and playing in our worship band, is exploring exactly what it is that God is up to
in each of our lives.

Pastor Dave Hahn







